
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
McHenry County Government Center – Administration Building 

667 Ware Road – Conference Room A 
Woodstock, IL  60098 

 
Minutes of Thursday, August 3, 2006 

 
Ann Gilman, Chairman 

    Marie Chmiel   Jim Heisler    
    Peter Merkel   Marc Munaretto    

Virginia Peschke  Barbara Wheeler 
 
Chairman Gilman called the Planning and Development Committee meeting to order at 8:15 a.m.  The following 
members were present:  Ann Gilman; Marie Chmiel; James Heisler; Virginia Peschke; Barbara Wheeler; and Pete 
Merkel.    Marc Munaretto was absent.  Also in attendance:  Planning and Development Department staff members; 
Peter Austin, County Administrator; and interested public. 
 
MINUTE APPROVAL 
Ms. Wheeler made a motion, seconded by Ms. Peschke, to approve the regular session minutes of the Planning 
and Development Committee meeting of July 20, 2006.  The minutes were approved as submitted with a 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Ms. Lisa Barham of Crystal Lake addressed the committee and voiced her concerns with littering, weed 
overgrowth, unkempt abandoned buildings and numerous vehicles parked on residential lawns.  She asked if the 
County had any laws that could be enforced to help eliminate these unsightly  areas of the County.  She provided 
some photos/examples of areas where the property has been allowed to become overgrown with weeds and/or 
litter and volunteered her help in getting these situations under control.  
 
PRESENTATION:  None 
SUBDIVISIONS:  None 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS
NIPC Water Quality Review Number 06-WQ-164:  Ms. Wanaski reported that two notifications (one from Huntley 
and the other from Johnsburg) have been received from NIPC regarding requests to modify wastewater treatment 
facilities to handle the increasing growth in those areas.   Chairman Gilman will keep the Committee updated as to 
when these requests will come before the Water Resources Committee.  
 
REPORTS
Stormwater – The next meeting is scheduled for September 30th at which time a variation hearing on proposed 
improvements to the intersection located in Crystal Lake at Pingree Road and Crystal Lake Avenue will be held. 
NIPC – Reorganization plans are moving forward. 
MCCD –  Ms. Wheeler reported she received a telephone call from a trustee regarding a property in Greenwood 
and a hearing that was to be held yesterday but was postponed.  She reported that this is a 90 acre property.  The 
petition is requesting a reclassification of the front 30 acres to A-2.  The back of the property is wetland and the 
Conservation District has raised concerns with soil and environmental issues.  She stated that the MCCD Executive 
Director has asked what the procedures are to bring these “red flag” concerns forward to the County Board.  
Chairman Gilman stated that MCCD needs to inform the County Board of such concerns, and they can do this the 
same as everyone else, by mail, public participation, etc.  Ms. Ehardt pointed out that MCCD may want to review 
how they handle notifications, which are sent to them by certified mail at least 15 days in advance.  Ms. Peschke 
asked how many acres does MCCD currently have that are farmed and if they have any influence on farmers to do 
conservation farming.  Chairman Gilman asked Ms. Wheeler to find out more information regarding Ms. Peschke’s 
queries.  Ms. Ehardt added that staff has been discussing sections of the Ordinance that address 
unsuitable/unbuildable property and at this point the general opinion is that the current section may be working to 
our disadvantage in the A-2  .     
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Planning Commission –  The Committee asked that the County’s internet  site include “appointments” on the first 
page, so people are able to locate this site with ease. 
Imagine McHenry County – Nothing reported. 
 
Committee members discussed how to address concerns raised during Public Participation.  Ms. Ehardt stated that 
the Health Ordinances would cover noxious weeds  and the Sheriff would be able to address inoperable vehicles.  
If the vehicles are commercial vehicles on private property, Planning and Development would get involved.  
Members noted that the abandoned RV building appears to be a “homeless hang-out” and perhaps the Sheriff can 
look into this issue. 
 
RETURN TO NEW BUSINESS 
Groundwater Resource Resolution:  The Committee reviewed a proposed Resolution in support of a countywide 
Groundwater Resources Management Plan.  Members recommended changing the word “authority” to “Advisory 
Board” and adding wording to include other organizations and local governments.  Mr. Heisler made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Merkel, to recommend the County Board approve the Resolution with the discussed revisions.  
The motion carried with all members present voting aye on a voice vote. 
 
ZBA Interviews: Ms. Ehardt reported that Mr. Phillip Robertson was unable to attend today’s meeting to be 
interviewed as he will be out of the County until September. 
 
The Committee then interviewed Vicki Gartner.  Ms. Gartner moved from Hoffman Estates to Prairie Grove three 
years ago.  Her experience includes serving as a hearing officer on the Hoffman Estates ZBA for eleven years.  In 
response to members’ questions, Ms. Gartner stated she would be willing to serve as an Alternate Member on the 
ZBA . 
 
After interviewing Ms. Gartner, members discussed if they wanted to re-advertise and/or first interview Mr. 
Robertson in September .  Ms. Peschke stated she would like to interview all applicants including Mr. Robertson, 
Ms. Kennedy and Mr. Chapman.  Ms. Chmiel stated she would like to interview Mr. Robertson and was not 
opposed to interviewing all applicants.  Ms. Ehardt noted that Mr. Robertson is from Algonquin Township and he 
could not serve on the ZBA as there is currently a member from that township.  Mr. Robertson could be considered 
for the Planning Commission.  Chairman Gilman stated that the ZBA is operating okay at the present time but 
perhaps an appointment for the alternate member should be considered as there is currently only one alternate 
member.  The newly appointed alternate would serve an unexpired term.  Members agreed that Ms. Gartner would 
be a good candidate to fill this term.  Ms. Wheeler made a motion, seconded by Mr. Merkel, to recommend the 
County Board appoint Vicki Gartner as an alternate member of the ZBA for a term to expire on December 15, 2006 
subject to checking on her references.  The motion carried with all members present voting aye.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS:  None 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Ms. Wheeler made a motion, seconded by Ms. Chmiel, to adjourn at 9:45 a.m.  The motion 
carried with a unanimous voice vote. 
  * * * * * * * * * * * 
RECOMMENDED FOR BOARD ACTION: 
Resolution in support of a countywide Groundwater Resources Management Plan 
Resolution appointing Vicki Gartner an alternate member on the ZBA for a term to expire 12/15/06 
 
:bjt 

Approved: 8.17.06 


