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YOUR COMMUNITY

1-5. First, please check UP TO FIVE things that you would like to see improved to ma ke your c omm unity

a healthy place to live.

    Cha racte ristic Number Percent

Businesses, stores 241 29.7%

Child care 42 5.2%

Children’s activities 104 12.8%

Com mu nity leaders hip 93 11.5%

Comm unity services 95 11.7%

Crime prevention 158 19.5%

Entertain men t, arts 228 28.1%

Environment 162 20.0%

Family life 77 9.5%

Health care 174 21.5%

Housing 72 8.9%

Job ava ilability 240 29.6%

Library services 53 6.5%

Mental health care 55 6.8%

Parks, recreation 182 22.4%

Prog ram  for eld erly 144 17.8%

Public transportation 300 37.0%

Religious & spiritual life 47 5.8%

Sch ools 160 19.7%

Teen behavior 129 15.9%

Tolerance of differences 88 10.9%

Traffic flow 488 60.2%

Other 61 7.5%
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6-19. Belo w are  som e things which  char acte rize he althy com mu nities .  For e ach , please m ark w heth er you  find th ese  to be  excellent , good, fair

or poor in your area.  You may also respond “D on’t Know.”  

     Char acte ristic

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Total

Mean

Rating1
Don ’t

know

No

AnswerNo. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct.

Availability of social services overall 26 5.3% 228 46.8% 187 38.4% 46 9.4% 487 2.48 286 38

Availability of  services for youth 21 4.3% 152 31.4% 192 39.7% 119 24.6% 484 2.15 285 42

Availability of services for senior
citizens

28 6.1% 150 32.5% 201 43.5% 83 18.0% 462 2.27 311 38

Availability of  cultural activities, arts 30 4.7% 169 26.2% 262 40.7% 183 28.4% 644 2.07 120 47

Quality of local elementary
education

86 13.7% 358 57.1% 133 21.2% 50 8.0% 627 2.77 149 35

Quality of local middle, high school
education

75 12.5% 327 54.4% 138 23.0% 61 10.2% 601 2.69 176 34

Availability of services for the
disabled

3 0.9% 89 27.0% 131 39.7% 107 32.4% 330 1.96 441 40

Access to local government
decision makers

23 4.2% 184 33.7% 214 39.2% 125 22.9% 546 2.19 232 33

Cooperation among local
governments

8 1.7% 110 22.8% 211 43.7% 154 31.9% 483 1.94 282 46

Quality of your local community or
village services

54 7.8% 327 47.3% 238 34.4% 73 10.5% 692 2.52 78 41

Availability of health care services 86 12.5% 335 48.7% 201 29.2% 66 9.6% 688 2.64 82 41

Availability of preventive health care 63 10.3% 264 43.4% 200 32.8% 82 13.5% 609 2.51 160 42

Quality of your local Park District
services

96 14.0% 330 48.2% 187 27.3% 72 10.5% 685 2.66 83 43

Availability of transportation for the
elderly and disabled

6 1.5% 99 24.7% 126 31.4% 170 42.4% 401 1.85 377 33

1Mean rating based on 4 = Excellent, 3 = Good, 2 = Fair, and 1 = Poor.  Don’t know/no answer excluded from mean rating calculations.
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20. If you rated any of these characteristics above as fair or poor, please tell what is needed or should be

imp rove d to m ake  these exc ellent  or go od in yo ur co mm unity.

See Appendix 3 for comments.

21-49. The following are concerns that exist in many communities.  Please mark those issues which you feel

need greater attention in your community to improve the health and quality of life for families.

       Response

Needs Greater

Attention

Number Percent

Activities for seniors 246 30.3%

Activities for teens 423 52.2%

Affordable housing 258 31.8%

AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases 57 7.0%

Alcohol abuse 157 19.4%

Berea vem ent or he lp coping  with death 69 8.5%

Career changes or job retraining 211 26.0%

Child abuse 109 13.4%

Crim e 161 19.9%

Crisis counseling 68 8.4%

Domestic violence 124 15.3%

Drugs, drug abuse 261 32.2%

Duplication of local services, agencies 53 6.5%

Gangs, delinquency, youth violence 262 32.3%

High he alth care c osts 418 51.5%

Hispanic social services 55 6.8%

Illiteracy 89 11.0%

Inclusion of diverse persons 85 10.5%

Racial or socioeconomic discrimination 73 9.0%

Schoo l dropouts 105 12.9%

Special education for children 131 16.2%

Special recreation programs for physically/mentally challenged adults 121 14.9%

Special recreation programs for physically/mentally challenged children 122 15.0%

Support for caregivers 196 24.2%

Suppo rt for single p arents 170 21.0%

Support for two parent working families 141 17.4%

Supported employment for the handicapped 103 12.7%

Teen pregnancy 76 9.4%

Any other issues? 59 7.3%
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GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

50-57. Please indicate whether you Agree, Disagree, or are Not Sure about each statement regarding growth and development by marking your

choice.

Statement

Agree Disagree Not Sure No Answer Total

No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct.

I am pleased with the way that land has been

deve loped  in Mc Hen ry Cou nty.
177 21.8% 428 52.8% 187 23.1% 19 2.3% 811 100.0%

Landow ners  shou ld be a llowed to use their

land in wh atever w ay they want.
246 30.3% 424 52.3% 126 15.5% 15 1.9% 811 100.0%

Too much residential development is taking

place in the rural farming areas.
621 76.6% 102 12.6% 76 9.4% 12 1.5% 811 100.0%

I am willing to pay higher taxes to preserve

wetlands and other environm entally sensitive

areas.

341 42.0% 286 35.3% 168 20.7% 16 2.0% 811 100.0%

Maintaining our present natural areas such as

forests, prairies or wetlands is more important

than acquiring new ones.

553 68.2% 120 14.8% 124 15.3% 14 1.7% 811 100.0%

Preserving open space is as important as

residential or commercial growth.
722 89.0% 39 4.8% 33 4.1% 17 2.1% 811 100.0%

Development should occur in areas which

alrea dy hav e the  ability to  supp ly public

drinking water, wastewater treatment, and

sewers before extending into areas without

these services.

663 81.8% 61 7.5% 79 9.7% 8 1.0% 811 100.0%

“Impact fees” should be required for new

developments to finance schools and parks
703 86.7% 39 4.8% 63 7.8% 6 0.7% 811 100.0%
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58-61. Please mark whether you Agree, Disagree or are Not Sure about the following steps that your community or the County could take to control

smoking in public places.

Statement

Agree Disagree Not Sure No Answer Total

No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct.

Ban smoking in public places

like malls, stores and banks.
668 82.4% 86 10.6% 31 3.8% 26 3.2% 811 100.0%

Ban sm oking in re stauran ts

or wherever food is served.
586 72.3% 165 20.3% 34 4.2% 26 3.2% 811 100.0%

Ban the availability of tobacco

in vending machines.
499 61.5% 195 24.0% 89 11.0% 28 3.5% 811 100.0%

Ban the selling of tobacco in stores. 222 27.4% 440 54.3% 117 14.4% 32 3.9% 811 100.0%

TRANSPORTATION

62-64. If you were  to choos e the high est priorities fo r spend ing McH enry Cou nty transpo rtation fund s, 

which THREE would you choose?  (Mark only three)

     Highest Priorities Number Percent

Improving existing highways by widening, upgrading intersections. 564 69.5%

Build ing or  extending  a lim ited access (p oss ibly inter state ) high way th roug h the  coun ty. 298 36.7%

Adding and improving pedestrian paths, sidewalks and bike paths. 301 37.1%

Incre asing train  frequency and  addin g par king  at ex isting  rail sta tions  in Mc Hen ry Cou nty. 219 27.0%

Improving car and van pooling to major work destinations. 63 7.8%

Expanding a subsidized taxi, van voucher program. 55 6.8%

Creating more and improved “park and ride” sites for buses to Cook, Kane, Lake sites including Metra,

work or shopping. 160 19.7%

Establishing scheduled bus service among major McHenry County communities. 275 33.9%

Expand on-call PACE transit, Dial-a-Ride. 196 24.2%

Other 38 4.7%
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241-247. Includ ing you rself , how many persons in each age group live in your home?

     Response Number Percent

Number of persons 0-12 352 15.9%

Number of persons 13-17 161 7.3%

Number of persons 18-29 248 11.2%

Number of persons 30-44 437 19.7%

Number of persons 45-64 724 32.7%

Number of persons 65-74 172 7.8%

Number of persons 75+ 120 5.4%

Total 2,214 100.0%

   Pers ons  per H ouseho ld 2.73

248. Please circle your age group in the categories above.

     Response Number Percent

18-29 30 3.7%

30-44 211 26.0%

45-64 398 49.1%

65-74 94 11.6%

75+ 63 7.8%

No answer 15 1.9%

Total 811 100.0%

249. W hat is  the h ighes t grad e tha t you fin ished in sc hoo l?

 Response Number Percent

Less than high school 12 1.5%

High school diploma or GED 153 18.9%

Some college, no degree 222 27.4%

Associate degree 70 8.6%

Bachelor’s degree or higher 203 25.0%

Graduate or professional degree 145 17.9%

No answer 6 0.7%

Total 811 100.0%
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250-256. Are you responsible for another adult living in McHenry County who needs assistance daily or

regularly with activities of daily living?

  Response Number Percent

Yes 84 10.4%

No 722 89.0%

No answer 5 0.6%

Total 811 100.0%

If yes, are they: ( N = 84)

  Response

Age of Adult Needing Assistance

0 - 17 18 - 64 65+

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Olde r adu lt needing h elp 0 0.0% 4 4.8% 53 63.1%

Developmentally disabled 0 0.0% 6 7.1% 1 1.2%

Physically disabled 0 0.0% 7 8.3% 8 9.5%

Men tally ill 1 1.2% 10 11.9% 2 2.4%

Other 0 0.0% 4 4.8% 0 0.0%

If yes, do they live: (N = 84)

  Response

2005

Number Percent

On their own, alone or with others 35 41.7%

At home with you 30 35.7%

In a group residence or home 14 16.7%

Other 1 1.2%
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257. W here  is your  prim ary wo rk loc ation?

    Response

All 

Resp onden ts

W orkers

(B=582)

Number Percent Percent

McH enry Cou nty 308 38.0% 52.9%

City of Chicago 27 3.3% 4.6%

Cook County outside Chicago 94 11.6% 16.2%

DuPa ge Co unty 16 2.0% 2.7%

Kane C ounty 40 4.9% 6.9%

Lake  Coun ty 70 8.6% 12.0%

Boone  Coun ty 0 0.0% 0.0%

W innebag o Cou nty 3 0.4% 0.5%

W isconsin 8 1.0% 1.4%

Other 16 2.0% 2.7%

I do not work 207 25.5%

No answer 22 2.7%

Total 811 100.0% 100.0%

258. Of what racial or ethnic group do you consider yourself?

   Response Number Percent

White (non-Hispanic) 778 95.9%

Black/African American (non-Hispanic) 6 0.7%

Hispanic/Latino 11 1.4%

Asian (non-Hispanic) 7 0.9%

American Indian (non-Hispanic) 0 0.0%

Other 0 0.0%

No answer 9 1.1%

Total 811 100.0%

259-260. Do you speak a language in your home other than English?

Response Number Percent Response Number Percent

No 763 94.1% Spanish 16 36.4%

Yes 44 5.4% ! Other 27 61.4%

No answer 4 0.5% No answer 1 2.3%

Total 811 100.0% Total 44 100.0%



23

261-267. Does this home include 

   Response Number Percent

A m arried cou ple 586 72.3%

Single parent 67 8.3%

Grandparent(s) raising grandchildren 14 1.7%

Two or more families living together 8 1.0%

Unmarried persons living together 44 5.4%

Single person, living alone 109 13.4%

Same sex partners living together 4 0.5%

Other 21 2.6%

269. Did anyone in your home receive any financial assistance in the past year such as:  TAN F To wns hip

Assistance, Public Aid, Medical Card, Food Stamps, SSI or other types of aid?  (Do not include 

Medic are or So cial Secu rity.)

  Response Number Percent

Yes 53 6.5%

No 739 91.1%

Not sure 7 0.9%

No answer 12 1.5%

Total 811 100.0%

270. Do you have access to the Internet or email on a computer at home or work?

  Response Number Percent

Yes 684 84.3%

No 113 13.9%

Don’t know 1 0.1%

No answer 13 1.6%

Total 811 100.0%

271. Is the re an ything  else that you would like to share  abou t your n eeds or h ealth  and h um an se rvice s in

McH enry C oun ty?

See Appendix 3 for open-ended comments.


